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Social Media Research
1. Creating Timeline

2. Identifying key events 

3. Search for everything 
related to events 

4. Pull out themes

Generate questions 

Research Question:
What can social media say about 
what is happening in Seattle in 
terms of Radical Emancipatory 
Politics?



WTO Protests 
• Themes: Environment, Consumerism, Corporate greed, Anarchy, Capitalism, (Dis)organization, Intersectional theory

Occupy Seattle 
• Themes:, Environment, Consumerism, Corporate greed Corporate control of democracy, (Dis)organization, Intersectional

Black Lives Matter Seattle
• Themes: White Supremacy, Police Brutality, Justice, Consumerism, Racism, (Dis)organization

Mars Hill Church Protests 
• Themes: Bully, Seattle Sound, (Dis)organization
• Seattle Sound What Seattle could be (Conservative values)

Findings (Themes from Social Media Research)
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The Big Other
• Economic Growth

• God in Seattle

• Safety

• World Trade 

Organization

• Corporations

• Mars Hill 

Church

• The Police

The Subject (people)

Open Market

Identify with Company

What is Christianity? It's the Holy Spirit. What is 
the Holy Spirit? It's an egalitarian community of 
believers who are linked by love for each other

Seattle Sound 

Slavoj Zizek at Occupy Wall Street  

Police Brutality 
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• Radical Emancipatory Politics In Seattle through Social 
Media

Radical Emancipatory Politics in Seattle 

• People protesting in the name of REP

• Root causes protests try to eliminate for 
liberation
• Mars hill Mark Driscoll
• BLM White Supremacy
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Connections  between 
Mars Hill and Occupy

The Limits of Social Media 

What We Cannot know from Social media

• What is happening outside of cyberspace?
• What needs be found through interviews and ethnographic 

fieldwork? 

• Are people consciously practicing Radical Emancipatory Politics? 

• The disorganized experience of protest 

• Private reasons for protesting 

• Subconscious connections (Mars Hill and Occupy)
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Some of the Themes

The Limits of Social Media 

What we can know from Social Media Section 
of 

Timeline• Timeline of the events in Seattle

• Themes of the protests 

• We can see what might look like Radical Emancipatory Politics 

• People’s expressed perceived Big Others
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